AB Steviosides [I; Rl = a-G, a-G- (l->4) -a-G, 
a-G- (1^4) -a-G- (l->4) -a-G; R2 = H; G = 

D-glucopyranosyl] are prepared by enzymic a-1, 4- transglycosidation of 
stevioside (II) with a a-glycosyl compound, e.g. soluble 
starch, at the terminal 4 -position of the 13-0-sophorose residue 
in the presence of cyclodextrin glucosyltransf erase . A 
transglucosidation product containing >7 0% I has the improved 
sweetening characteristics compound to those of II. 
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